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From zero to 60 in 1.07 seconds.
Yes, you read that correctly.

North Vancouver's Rob Harrison and friends have engineered and built an inline-six engine with a 342-cubic-inch motor that produces 700 horses at 9,000 r.p.m. It's the blood and guts of the clutchless, five-speed Baretta replica chassis that Harrison drove last week to a new world speed record at Searspoint Raceway in Sonoma, Calif.

Harrison set the record - 8.15 seconds on the quarter-mile track - for J-altered cars in the National Hot Rod Association's competition eliminator class.

It's been a victory five years in the making.

That's how long Harrison has been toiling and tinkering with the correct cylinder head placement to try to engineer a motor that would permit such speed to be achieved.

"For the last two years we've met with nothing but frustration in trying to get it to the point where it would be competitive and we weren't winning," says Harrison. "It largely controlled our lives for several years. The engine was much more difficult to develop than we thought."

The problem was the motor, which couldn't bear the pressure of such a high output.

Then Harrison had the idea of bolting the motor through the middle of the block and running it across the top. The experiment worked.

Because of the bolts sticking through the sides of the engine, a visitor to Harrison's shop dubbed it "Igor." The name stuck.

"It's no longer 'Robbie, how you doing? How's the car running?' They just come up and say 'How's Igor?'," says Harrison.

Harrison has been racing for 30 years but his latest engineering feat has caught the attention of folks around the drag racing world. He's even had offers from Chevrolet to help him craft a lighter, more aerodynamic vehicle in his pursuit to break his own record.

"People should understand that we did this with no nitrous, no turbos - this is naturally aspirated on racing gas only," says Harrison.

"You can't have blowers or anything like that to enhance the power. It all has to do with cylinder head breathing. That's the development work that we've spent so much time on."

It's not the first world record Harrison's set in the NHRA competition eliminator class. Back in 1988 he set the standard for the F-gas record - twice. Once in Yakima, Wash. (9.06) and then at Woodburn a month later (9.01).

Harrison and his racing team will head to the track at Woodburn, Ore. next weekend to try to better the 8.15 showing. He's confident that it's achievable - after all, the car posted a time of 8.07 out of the blocks in Sonoma on the first run and reached 7.98 seconds in Mission during testing two weeks ago.

After that, it's on to test Igor's mettle at Mission, where he stands possibly the best chance of all of bettering his new world record.

"Mission is the fastest track in the world.," says Harrison. "Cars come from New Jersey and Pennsylvania just so they can set a record."

But Harrison is well aware that it's not going to be cut and dried by any means. Setting the record was a challenging task, and breaking it will be even more daunting.

"It's like you come to me and say 'I went to the driving range and I hit that ball 345 yards and it was amazing' and I say 'That's great, what we want you to do is to come back tomorrow and we're going to go out to another driving range and we want you to do the same thing tomorrow.' That's the best way to describe it."

For more on Harrison and "Igor," check out the Harrison Performance Racing Web site at www.inlinesix.com.

